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Error or Not?? 
By Rick Cohen 

 

A recently discovered cover caught my attention.  It was NOT the censor, nor the addressee or sender.  

It was NOT the envelope or the embossed postage.  It was the unique cancellation, especially the 

spelling of “TOKIO.” 

 

 
 

I have never seen this unique spelling before so I did a little research and found this explanation: 

 

 
 

[I have a couple of these in my Tranport cover collection and I agree they do seem strange.] 
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Questionable eBay, #44 

Just Strange by Francis Ferguson 

The listing reads: “ERROR 

1945 WARM SPRINGS GA 

FIRST DAY COVER WITH 

DEFECTIVE MACHINE 

CANCEL”.  Starting bid of 

$102.47, with free shipping 

and no returns are allowed.  

Because I was following 

the listing I receive an extra 

special offer to buy the item 

for $51.23.  The offer was 

ignored. 

The seller who has been 

around for more than a 

decade and has a high approval score – they are seeing something about this cover I do not.  It is a 

uncacheted FDC with a penciled address.   

What attracted my attention to this item was the address.  I was “hatched” in Utica – and thankfully 

escaped.  A brief attempt to find anything out about the receiver of the FDC discovered nothing.  

Oddly enough I know the location of Grant St in Utica, even after a lot of years have passed.  

Assuming that Miss B. Hatfield was in her early years of life in 1945, that would make her well into 

her 90s today.  I wonder if she is still a collector? 

The “defective” machine cancel is just that -- a faulty mess that adds zero value to the cover.  Most 

likely caused by the temporary fold/crease that can be seen on the back of the cover.  In my humble 

opinion it is not worth even a nickel.  Cut the stamps off and throw them into the youth pile. 

What do you think? 

 

 

 


